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Overview. The symposium presents the accomplishments of the research project MULTILINKS, which was funded through the European Commission Seventh Framework Program. The full title of the research project is: “How demographic changes shape intergenerational solidarity, well-being, and social integration: A multilinks framework”. MULTILINKS started from three key premises. The first is that population ageing is not only about older persons: it affects people of all ages. The second key premise is that there are critical interdependencies between family generations and between men and women in families, and interdependence is built and reinforced by social policies. The third key premise is that to understand generational interdependencies, a spectrum of levels must be distinguished: country/state, historical generation, family, and the person?
Papers. The session includes four papers. Chiara Saraceno will present the theoretical and methodological framework of the MULTILINKS database of intergenerational policy indicators, which has comparative indicators for all EU-27 countries plus Norway, Georgia, and Russia. The indicators pertain to the allocation of responsibilities among state and families for caring for children, financially supporting children, caring for frail older persons, and financially supporting older persons. The remaining three papers are devoted to cross-national comparisons involving the indicators database. Jan van Bavel’s paper is on linkages between age at grandparenthood and retirement age, using data from the European Social Survey (ESS). Valeria Bordone’s contribution is on grandparental care and is based on the Survey of Health and Retirement in Europe, whereas Pearl Dykstra considers cross-age social interactions and ageism using ESS-data.
Objectives. (1) After the symposium, attendees will be able to describe the accomplishments of MULTILINKS. (2) After the symposium, attendees will be able to consider research options using the indicators database.
